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1 - Six technologies top committee's MG disposal list, Shreveport Times, 3/11/2015 
http://www.sh reve p ortt i mes. com I story/ news/I oca 1/2015/03/l1/ six-tee h no I og i es-top-committees-dis po sa I
I i st/70171908/ 
The citizens who make up a large part of the Minden Dialogue Committee ended their final working session more 

confident than ever their list of six recommended technologies will be preferred over an open burn - even though 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency stopped just short of taking it out of consideration. 

2 - Ecological and economic impact of Houston Ship Channel collision, Fox 26 Houston, 3/10/2015 
http:// a p ps. texa st ri bun e. org/ u nd ri n ka b le Ir i o-bravo-e 1-ce n i z o I 
The Rio Bravo Water Treatment Plant opened in 2006 as a state-of-the-art technological wonder, designed to distill 
2.4 million gallons of water per day - clean, safe, drinkable water. But nearly a decade later, the 8,000 residents of 

Rio Bravo and neighboring El Cenizo mostly still buy their drinking and cooking water from brightly colored kiosks 
around town. 

3 - Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planning Oklahoma's Next Lake, NPR Statelmpact, 3/12/2015 
http:// state impact. n pr .o rg/ o kl a horn a/2015/03/12/ why-fort-smith-a rka n sa s-is-p I an n i ng-o kl a ho mas-next -I a ke I 
In Oklahoma, the natural beauty of Lee Creek - one of the state's scenic rivers - is protected by state law. In 

Arkansas, Lee Creek is an important water source for fast-growing Fort Smith. Now, Fort Smith has a plan to turn Lee 
Creek into Oklahoma's next lake, and reignite a dispute that was settled more than 20 years ago. 

4- SF climate task force urges opposing PNM rate hike, Albuquerque Journal, 3/12/2015 
http://www.a bq jou rn a I .com/ 553 9 3 5 /north/ sf-climate-task-force-urges-op posi n g-pn m-rate-hike. ht m I 

The Climate Action Task Force formed by Mayor Javier Gonzales last year to identify what the city can do to prepare 

for climate change is recommending that the city work to oppose the Public Service Company of New Mexico's 

proposed rate increase. 

5 - Proposed OG&E hike draws critics of utility's plan, EPA mandate, Tulsa World, 3/12/2015 
http://www. tu lsawo rid. com/business/energy/pro posed-og-e-h i ke-d raws-critics-of-ut i I ity-s-p la n/ article 08182 42 9-

2c39-599a-be04-4687f 6d 2cd94. h tm I 
Representatives of low-income Oklahomans and a large industrial customer were among critics Tuesday of an 

Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. plan to recover $1.1 billion from customers for environmental compliance and 
replacement generation. 

6 - Central Texas Air Coalition approves EPA letter, but not before criticism from Austin Council Member, Austin
American Statesman, 3/11/2015 
http:// environment. blog.statesman .com /2015/03/11/ ce ntra 1-texa s-a i r -coa I itio n-a pp roves-e pa-letter-but -not-before

cri ti cis m-from-a us tin-co u nci I-m ember I 
A regional air quality coalition approved a letter on Wednesday to ask the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for 
some mercy in its air quality decisions, but not before a conservative-minded Austin City Council member encouraged 
the coalition to go on the attack. 

7 - Los Alamos May Face Stricter Runoff Regulations, KUNM, 3/11/2015 
http ://ku nm. o rg/post/los-a lam os-m ay-face-stri cte r- run off-regu la ti ons 
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Should Los Alamos National Labs and Los Alamos County be held to the Clean Water Act standards for stormwater 
runoff that ends up in the Rio Grande? That's the question the Environmental Protection Agency is weighing. A public 
comment period on the matter will begin soon. 

8 - Salvage plans underway for damaged tanker in Houston Ship Channel, KPRC, 3/11/2015 
http://www.cl ic k2 ho u sto n. com In ews/ sa I vag e-pla n s-underway-for-dam aged-tanker -in-ho u sto n-s hip
ch an n e l/31738114/t 

Plans to salvage the damaged chemical tanker Carla Maersk got underway Wednesday, two days after a collision with 
another ship in the Houston Ship Channel. 

9 - DSHS on ship collision: Don't eat seafood with a chemical odor, KPRC, 3/11/2015 
http://www.cl ic k2 h ou sto n. com I news/ d shs-o n-ship-co 11 is ion-don t -eat -sea food-with-a-chem i ca 1-od or /3173 9 3 78 
Installing a new wood floor is usually about aesthetics: brown or black? Glossy or matte? Now, some Americans and· 
businesses are grappling with another feature: formaldehyde. 

10 - $15.9 million in starter switches: Big parts create big cost for pump stations, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 
3/11/2015 
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2015/03/new orleans canal pump station.html#incart river 

The permanent closure and pump station structures being built at the mouths of the 17th Street, Orleans Avenue and 
London Avenue canals will cost an additional $15.9 million because of a change in the complicated electrical switches 
used to start the pumps, the Army Corps of Engineers announced this week. 

11 - McConnell, lnhofe, GOP aim to undermine clean power without an alternative solution to climate change 
(opinion), Tulsa World, 3/11/2015 
http://www. tu Isa world. com Io pinion/ ot he rvo ices/ n at io na I- re sources-defense-co u n ci 1-p ress- secretary-m cco n n e 11-
i n h of e-go p-a i m /article 7bc87502-1e 14-51d8-bcb9-86f897 44 7 4d3. htm I 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman James lnhofe (R-OK) held up a misleading chart 
Wednesday to assert that a number of states oppose the Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Power Plan. 

12 - EPA chief calls for 'binding' global agreement, Greenwire, 3/11/2015 
http:/(www.eenews.net/greenwire/stories/1060014766/feed 
The international community must reach a legally binding agreement on climate change this year, U.S. EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy said today. 

13 -At long last, New Orleans has a map of its construction projects. But could it be more?, New Orleans Times
Picayune, 3/11/2015 
http://www.nola.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/03/at long last new orleans has a.html 

While New Orleans' moving labyrinth of street closures, blinking arrows, orange barrels and chain-link fences 
. continues to consternate denizens and drivers alike, the city now has an online roadmap to all those obstacles. 

14 - City of Claremore obtains $21 million in financing to expand water treatment plant, Claremore (OK) World, 
3/12/2015 
http://www. tu Isa wo rid. com I communities/ cla re mo re/ news/ ci ty-of-c I a rem ore-obtains-mi 11 io n-i n-fi nan ci n g-to-expand
w ate r /article 75f5e 1b6-165b-Sc14-800f-54b2d0e477 48. htm I 
The city has secured financing for $21 million in upgrades to a municipal water treatment plant. The city council and 
Claremore Public Works Authority recently approved an agreement to borrow that amount from RCB Bank at a 2.59 
percent interest rate over 15 years, City Manager Jim Thomas said. 



Six technologies top committee's M6 disposal list 
VJclde w.Jllonl, S:22 p:m. CDT Mtut:A 11, 201S 

{Phdo: Vickie Welbom1T11e Times) 

MINDEN - Thay left the meeting with open tray burning of MB propellant &till on the table. But it 'W&S ft>. 20 

on a list of 20. 

And the c:itizena \lltlo make up a large part of the Minden Dialogue Convrittee ended their final \\Orking 
session more confidant than ever their llst of six reconmended technologles \\411 be preferred over an open 
bum - even though the US. Environmental Protection Agency stopped just short of taking it out of 
consideration. 

EPA Region 6 Director Ron Curry aftlrmed State Rep. Gene Reynolds' statement the open burn cannot be 
totally eliminated because it \\Ould co111>1icate the transition from the proposals already submitted on that disposals process. It's also being considered 
in a contingency plan should another eJCplosive emergency occur at Ca111> IVinden. 

But to Frances Kelly, of Louisiana Progrep Action, Curry assured, •1 hear you,• and adding a few minutes later, 'We're looking at the alternatives that 
have been presented today.• 

Kelley told curry at the condualon of an almost six-hour commttea meeUng Wednesday she needed assurances or something w!Ung from the 
decision-makers. In lieu of that. the lvlo doan comrrittee members present agreed to add •open burning is not an option• to its list of 14 atbibutes used 
to evaluate alternative dlspoaal methods for the more than 15 mllllon pounds of Increasingly unstable M6 propellant stored In Igloos across the Camp 
Minden property. 

Hundrec:!s chgnt 'Stop the Burn' at M6 rally 

Qdtpt/www.sbrm,portfim1.com'stgxylnmlk!caf20l S/03/03Jlnmdreds-cbimt-q-bum-mJly/24354535f? 
ipm=gbhal&gMilnKey=&111to\tgjn=) 

The committee, Wilch has been meeting for more than a month, narrowed 20 different technologles to the top abc super crltlcal Yater Olddatlon 
(SCWO), microwave reactor, rotary kiln, hurTic acid cataly28d hydrolysis-neutrali2Btion, tunnel furnace and contained bum indoors. 

No single one MS outed as the best by the group, even though individual members spoke about their personal pros and cons. A lot of discussion 
centered on SCWO, a technology Kelley said was invented because another comininity similar to Mnden didn't want to risk chemical agents in their 
environment 

•1t•s the technology I support, rm going to be honest about that,• she said. 

Brian Salvatore, a LSUS chemistry professor, said in terms of destruction efficiency and \lltlat it will do to the air, "It can't be beal" Slawomir Lormicki, of 

the LSU Superfund Division in Baton Rouge, generally agreed with Kelley, but said there are linitations. "It's not as rosy as everyone -wants it to be.• 

LikeWse, Karen Price of the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality said SWCO has not been proven with M6 and there are concems with its 
effluent testing. 

A SWCO unit formerly was based at ca~ Minden but was moved Oklahoma, \lltlere it is in storage. Use of it by its maker, General Atomics, depends 
upon a request from the U.S. Army. M the meeting's conclusion, Amry spokesV«Jman Kristina Curley said it v.ould be made available if needed. 

Evaluation of the six technologies was based on a nurmer of factors, or attributes, induding lowest p088ible errissions, limited waste creation, safety, 
stablllty and the Ume element. 

Committee members took tuma l'8'Yle\\fng the other dlsposal methods and the group added pluses and challenges. By md-aftsmoon, they had 
00111>leted their list, W'lich will be fine-tuned in the ne.xt lvlo days in preparation for submssion to the EPA on Friday. 

The EPA staff will analy.m the information and from that create an action memo to correspond to the agreement signed in October that initially specified 
open burn as the only dlaposal proceas. 



Curry anticipates the memo, which he referred to as performance-based, IMll be produced by March 17, since 5 p.m. March 18 is the date for the 

Louisiana Military Department accept any new competitive quotes that wll be added to the proposals submitted in January. 

Col. Ron Stuckey, Camp Mnden installation corrmander, said what the military department does neid depends upon the EPA's action memo. He could 

offer no time when the bids IMll be opened; however, he said when it's done ii could take a waek or two to complete a comprehensive review. Stuckey 

also said he's trying to get members of the dialogue corrmttee Involved In that process, too. 

Only after all of that is done IMll a vendor be selected. Even then, the EPA has the right to accept or reject the company's 'M>rk plan. Curry said it could 

be May before that point is reached, but he assured the group they IMll be kept informed, as wll the public. 

Doyline resident Rebecca Shelley made an impassioned plea to Curry, telling him citizens of the area 1M>uld not rest until they hear for certain there wll 

be no open bum. 

''VYhoever you need to take that back to, Ylhoever the Army needs to take that back to,• she said, also eicpressing appreciation for their 'M>rk so far. 

'This community has sat on pins and needles for two and a half years. Somebody can say that's off the table. For what v.e've been put through from 

the beginning .... I 'M>uld hope with all sincerity the agency I eicpected to protect me and my children and my grandchildren and future generations can 

get this off of here." 

Tweets Follow 

Vickie Welborn @lib relt..om F.h 
That's the private road bridge at Bayou Dordleat boat launch. Can 
you say the water is high? pic.twitter.a>m/nqOlnkoQ30 

Vickie Welborn @valiv.ilbom llh 
UPDATE: Arrest made in Mansfield man's homicide. Gary Lewis 
Walker, 33, is charged with 2nd-degree murder. bit.ly/l.AIRmKS 

(Tweet tD @vawelborn 

Read or Share this story: http:f/wwwshreveporttimes.conV'storyfnewsllocal/2015103/11/six-technologies-top-comrTitlees-disposal-list/70171908/ 
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QD~DRINKABLE 
On 1he banks of the Rio Grande, an expensive plan for clean water 
crashes amd ineptitude and aleged fraud 
By N••n• Sa:tQa & Alexa Ura I March 8, 2015 

Bertha TO!'AIS loob at rec:crd& that her dlllughter, Karla, llM \!Gved In the., ho~ In El Conlm. Mm of the 
records are from state regulators Ylho d9811 iMth dmking veter qlJllity problems in the oomnunity. Photo by 
Jannlfer Whitney. 

SHARELi NE& 

tll I f In Rio Bravo end El Cerlil», reeidentll' lru•t of the tlllp water i• suspended in a tainted eoh.riion 
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41 Lea este articulo traducido al espanol por nuestros companeros de Univision. 
SANANTONIO 

RIO BRAVO - It cost $12 million, and was expected to change the lives of hundreds of poor, 
mostly Hispanic families living in two hard-luck border towns. 

The Rio Bravo Water Treatment Plant opened in 2006 as a state-of-the-art technological wonder, 
designed to distill 2.4 million gallons of water per day - clean, safe, drinkable water. 

But nearly a decade later, the 8,ooo residents of Rio Bravo and neighboring El Cenizo mostly still 
buy their drinking and cooking water from brightly colored kiosks around town. Elderly patrons 
at the senior care center run by Rio Bravo's mayor drink bottled water and use the caps as loterfa 
markers. 

"Who here would be willing to drink some tap water?" Dr. Francisco Pe:iia asked the folks at the 
care center last fall, before he was elected mayor. "Who is willing to drink water that comes from 
your public water treatment plant?"' From a crowd of 30 people, there was silence. 

Francisco Pena, the mayor of Rio Bravo, asks the residents of an adult day care center he runs if they feel 
comfortable drinking tap water. In a room of 30, he's met with silence. Photo by Jennifer Whitney. 

The Rio Bravo plant has been fraught with problems since it opened. The sophisticated system 
often doesn't work, or operators don't know how to work it. State inspectors have repeatedly 
cited the plant for pumping foul water out to its customers. Eight current and former employees 

http://apps.tmastriburw.orgll.ntinl&llelrio-bra\o-el·canim' 2/13 
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have been indicted for falsifying water quality records sent to the state. 

And the locals still cannot trust what comes out of their faucets. 

"We had to start using filtered water because we didn't want to lose clients," says Fausta 
Montoyat an employee at the Los Pasteles Bakery in Rio Bravo, which spends more than $150 a 
month on bottled water at Family Dollar. 

Huddled on the banks of the Rio Grande about 20 miles south of Laredo, Rio Bravo and El Cenizo 
are former colonias - makeshift communities that sprouted up when greedy developers sold 
cheap land to poor families desperate for affordable housing. 

Rio Bravo/El Cenizo 
• Rio Grande 

Notorious developer Cecil McDonald charged as little as $50 down for property in the 1980s. 

3113 
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When his real estate investment firm went bankrupt, the two colonia.s were left to figure wt how 
to get basic services. 

A series of bankruptcy settlemente, state criminal actioo and citizen lawsuits helped get the joo 
done. But water was particnlarly tricky because the shoddy treatment pl.anl: McDoo.ald built 
couldn't even provide enough water for fire hydrants. 

Things were suppa>ed to change in. 2006. 

TROUBLE FROM THE START 

"Was it ever built oonectly? We don't know," says Luis Perez-Garcia, the Webb c::onnty engineer 
who took charge of the troobled plant in the spring of 2013. 

With help from the state, Webb County set out to build a tq>-flight plant, the first in Texas to 
ilisinfect water - puiled frooi. one of the Rio Grand.e's most polluted stretrlles - by pouring it 
over fluorescent, ultraviolet lamps. An automated computer system wa& supposed to sample 
water and ensure quality. 

Perez-Garcia believes the problems came net from the plant's design but from an inexperienced 
construction compaJ!f trying to cut costs. Many of those who worked on the prQject - engineers 
fur Webb County, who oversaw it, and staff at the Texas Water Developmelll: Board, who helped 
fund it - left soon after it was finished, takiDg knowledge of its systems wil:h them. 

~~TEXAS IS A 
{-f'~ .. GREAT STATE. 

LEARN MORE 

AT 

WWW.TIXASWAY.COM 

#T~XASWAV 

It is unuau.aJ. for Texas oocmties to operate water treatment plants, and Webb County has not 
mustered the po1itical wiil and :financial resources. to ron its facilities properly, critics say. 

From the beginning, residents grumbled about smelly, strangely colored water. They incre~ 
romplained about gastrcio.testinal issues and skin. rashes, advocates say. 

Complaints eventualb" rea.cbed the Texas Commi&si:m m Environmental Quality (TCEQ). But the 
state's pollution enforcement agency had long been aware of the problems. 



Just months after the plam's .20o6 ribbcm-cuttiug. agency iavest:igator Elsa Hull rilited and 
reported that the automated computer system wasn't working. The water's turbidity - a key 
Indkalor of whether it rs drinkable -wun't being measured properly. 

A year later, Hun noticed something strange a boat the way workers at the plant were filling out 
manth\Y water quality reports they were required to submit to the TCF.Q. At times, the data 
Webb County sent to the state was different frcm what HuU saw the operators write in their daily 
logs. 

Water enlenl 811gjher ph- of trealrmnt iMide tfte Rio Brew trealment plant, Ylhich ¥189 mished in 2006 
v.tth $12 mlllon In state funds. Photo by Jennifer Wiltney. 

Officials D1JW believe what Hull saw was :oo accident. In October, the Webb County district 
attorney's office indicted eight current and former plant employees for aileged\Y felsi(yillg the 
record&, includiog Jcihnny Amaya, the fmner water utilil:iee director and a longtime Laredo 
poljtician 

Amaya has pleaded not guilty, and a trial is expected no earlier than March. says his attorney, 
PBDBto Sosa. 

•instead oft~ t:X>m what Wl!Bwroogwith the plant, they werejnst reporting rosy Dl1Dlbe1'8," 

says Perez-Garcia, who took ewer as engineer in mid-2013. 

In the first seven years of the pl.am' a operation, Webb County was cited more than 20 times by 
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the TCEQ for failing to operate the facility properly and submitting bogus water quality reports to 
the state. Webb County paid several thousand dollars in fines, and most violations were 
eventually "resolved," state records show. 

But after receiving more than a dozen complaints about the water in just two days in the summer 
of 2013, Hull returned and found conditions worse than she had thought. Many key pieces of 
equipment were not working. Her tests ofthe water's turbidity showed it was three times higher 
than the level at which the TCEQ requires customers to boil water before using it. Turbidity 
levels were shown to be high the month before, too, meaning Webb County should have issued a 
"boil water notice" even earlier, Hull wrote to her bosses. 

Water produced by the plant also tested positive for E. coli bacteria. Even a mouthful of water 
contaminated with it can cause severe or bloody diarrhea. Infections from E. coli can also cause 
kidney damage. 

"Instead of trying to fix what was wrong with the 
plant, they were just reporting rosy numbers." 

- Luis Perez-Garcia, Webb county engineer 

Webb County was ordered to post notices urging residents of El Cenizo and Rio Bravo to boil their 
water. Hull sent a scathing email to Perez-Garcia. "Why did the county not issue a Boil Water 
Notice earlier?" she said. "Who decided to forego a BWN and not protect the customers? This 
cannot be excused by inexperience or the incompetence of untrained staff." 

The Laredo Health Department, which at the time provided some public health services to the 
area, was forced to haul in truckloads of water and go door to door teaching residents how to 
properly boil the tap water to avoid exposure to harmful bacteria and gastrointestinal diseases. 
(The department recently ended its contract with the county.) 

The state health department was not involved. While it is responsible for proviiling services to Rio 
Bravo and El Cenizo, which don't have their own health departments, a spokesman for the Texas 
Department of State Health Services says its office of border health has "no authority or expertise 
in drinking water." 

"Drinking water issues are the domain of the local health department and TCEQ," says agency 
spokesman Chris Van Deusen. 

After the boil-water notice went out, Webb County officials nonetheless repeatedly told residents 
of Rio Bravo and El Cenizo that their water was safe to drink, according to state records. Perez
Garcia asked that the boil notice be lifted just a few days after it was issued. State officials refused. 

http://apps.lelcastribune.org/unctil'Klble.'rio-braw-el-ceni.m' 6113 



The patrons at ttl& E;loca de Orv adul day CfU8 Q9l'lls In Rio Bravo drink bottled water and use ttle c:apa as 
loterfa marlte111 during their dally games. PhO!o by Jennifer Whitney. 

"The TCEQwas prot.tctiug themselves:~& Perez-Garcia, addixlgtba.t he believes scme of the 
agency's sampliD,g was inccrrect, and that the water was safe to drink loDg befme the boil-water 
notk:e was lifted three weeks later. 

After the notice was lifted. Hu1I rontinued to find problems at the plant, indnding twbldity levels 
that were tar too high. reoo:cds shaw. In September 2013, the TCEQ slapped Webb County with a 
$6o,ooo fine fur dOfZ:ns of violations, and demanded that the county fix its au:tomatic computer 
system and make several other major improvements within 6o days. 

But the mmrty hasn't made mu.di progress, causio.g moontiog frustration at the agency and 
wit.bin the community. 

TAKING MATTERS INTO THEIR OWN HANDS 

In the 1990s, Jocalcitil.em formed alliances to dem&Ed basic services. But by the time the water 
plant opened, thO!le goups had dissolved, and few knew where to go far help in a oommllllity 
where most speak Spanish 

"There's a lot of oppresslan here, everywhere you turn,• says Karla Tamez, who grew up in Bl 
Cmizo and mn lives there with her moth.er and disabled brother. "F.Bpeciaily for people that don't 
have documents."' 

7113 
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In the spring of 2013, Tamez was finishing up a nursing degree and fighting for better trash 
collection and sewer service in El Cenizo. A course in microbiology made her wonder what was in 
the water she was drinking. 

''It's drinking water. At some point, this is essential. 
This is a basic right." 

- Amy Johnson, attorney at RioGrande Legal Aid 

Tamez gathered more than 200 signatures to form an activist committee of El Cenizo residents 
asking for better trash collection, water and sewer services. It was called the Comite de 
Ciudadanos Unidos de El Cenizo, or the Committee of United Citizens of El Cenizo. 

Through internet searches, she learned how to complain to state regulators. Tamez says TCEQ 
investigators came to her home to test water and look at broken sewer pipes and overflows 
nearby. But nothing seemed to change. 

Soon after the infamous 2013 boil water notice, Tamez's committee joined with a similar group in 
Rio Bravo to take matters into their own hands. A few months later, with the help of RioGrande 
Legal Aid, a law firm that represents low-income border residents, they sued Webb County, 
alleging it had violated the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. 

"The TCEQ hasn't been as aggressive as you would want them to be," says attorney Amy 
Johnson. The agency's authority and resources might be limited, she says, "but it's drinking 
water. At some point, this is essential. This is a basic right." 

http://apps.lelcastribune.org/unctil'Klble.'rio-braw-el-ceni.m' 8/13 



Doziel\8 of 8 CerllzD 1'881dents signed up to be part of file Comlt6 de Cludadanos lklldoe de El Cenizo, or 
Conmlttea of lllltad Cltlziens of B Cenl2o, to del'IWll1d bett.er veter and llllYM aervfce and trash oolectlon. 
Photo by Jannlt'lllr Whitney. 

The lawsuit ended in a settlement requiring the COIJll1y to post drinking water quality reports 
online-whicb it finally started todoiD.January, severalmomhs late. Andin community 
meetings also required by the settlement, RioGrande Legal.Aiifs lawyers say they are not 
eDOOlll'aged by progress reports an repairs at the plant. 

TRY, TRY AGAIN 

Nearzy. a year and a half after the August 2013 boil-water notice, the plant's CDDpnter system has 
just begun warklng. The fac!llly oont.lnuea to produce drin1dng water with turhldfty levels 
exceeding state health rtandards, though not high enough to trigger another boil-water notice. 

Three of the 'Wll?'kers inclicted fur allegedly fillsifyicg water <1.uality recm:ls stfil work at the p'lant. 
Perez-Garcia calls them "baojrally law-level emp)ayeea who were acting according to the criers af. 
their a.dminlstrators." The administrator& no longer work fnr the county. 

In an interview, TCEQ official& said their options are limited. By statute, all they can do is cite 
public water systems - at' which there are near~ 7,000 in Texas - for vimtimi.s, issue fines and 
attempt to resolve them. 

W13 
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Why is money not enough? 

Of> eooooo 

"You've got to look at what authority the Legislature's given to everybody. They're ultimately the 
ones responsible if they want to step in and do something," says Steve Niemeyer, head of border 
affairs for the agency. "We just do what we're told, given the authority we have." 

Even with a faulty water plant, the people of Rio Bravo are better off than other border 
communities, officials point out. Some public water systems are so small and remote that there's 
no address to mail a notice of violation to, and nobody to answer the phone. 

"We were in communication, and we still continue to be in communication with the county. 
They're still talking to us, they're working with us, to try to achieve compliance," says David 
Ramirez, director ofthe border and Permian Basin regional offices for the TCEQ. "We can't ask 
for more than that." 

Sign up for Trib+Water, a bi-weekly newsletter on top news, events, research and data on water issues 
in Texas, the region and nation. 

l email address J 
SUBSCRIBE 

Democratic state Sen. Judith Zaffirini, whose Laredo-based district includes the two communities, 

http://apps.lelcastribune.org/unctil'Klble.'rio-braw-el-ceni.m' 10/13 



says the TCBQ tilled its oversight role by respcmcling to citize.n complaints, investigating the plant 
and imposing •substantial penahies" for villlatiam. 

She acknowledges that multiple fines haven't resolved issues at the plant, but stops short of 
claiming Jawmaken should give the TCHQ more power. 

"When you see that penalties are no looger de.terrenta, it's important to look into the situation and 
find ont why not,,. Zaffirini says, adding: •rhis was not a problem that simply blos9Dil!ed and the 
government stepped in. It WllS untlCl"llpWous deveklpers who caused this problem, and somehow 
the focus has been lost as jf it were always a. government illsue. It wasn't." 

Progreas is slaw on major repairs at the plam:, which Perez-Gama blamed an the death of a 
amt.ract<r. He added that fioding cpialified wmkers is a challenge beca.Ulle the oilfields are luring 
them away. The plant has been unabletofill11evenopeu.job6, he says. 

8 Centm and !bl nelghbo"1g border bM'I of Rio Bra\lo In South Te>GIS haw a brand-newwater treatment 
plant that-supposed ti> pl'O\'lde neal1y 10,00D people hel'& lllllh clean d"1klng water. But Ira neverbMn 
nm pmperly. c:r111ca say. Photo by ..lillnnlt'er Whitney. 

wt fall, residents of Rio Bravo and 1ll Cenizo get men bad news - they will soon be paying far 
mere fur water sen ice. cnmty d5ciail& say they've:lolli been subsidizing the plant, at a QOSt 

mostly to residents in neighboring Laredo, and can no looger afi'ord tu do 110. That means the 
average hOW!ehald water bill cauld double, from $350 annually today to $'joo. On top of that, 

11111 
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Webb Caw:rty is asking for mjlljgns of dollars in bms from the state to make repairs to the 
treatment p1ant, which will raise aver:sge water biJla by several hundred more dollars mer time. 

RioGrancle LegalAid's lawyers say that after decades d trying to help the communities, what 
they've seen happen in Rio Bravo and Bl ~nizo is uniqne. Failed publlc works projects aren't 
uncommon, but faked water quality reports are rare. 

What's happened "has a Jot to do with the clisenfranrliisemem and the marginalization af those 
COlDillUlliti.e," says RioGrande Legal Aid attorney Israel Reyna. Webb County's government is 
focused on the urban center af Laredo, he says, and few pay attelltion to the dmens of aikmias 
and furmer coloniu in the COUDty. 

New local leaders say they are hopiDg to win back rommunity trust. Webb County Judge 
Cayetano "Tano" Tijerina, sworn in in Januaiy, says it's time to mave on from the politics that 
•abaolutely" played a role in the "sad situation" the people af Rio Bravo and m ~nizo were left to 
deal with. 

"I think it was veiy much mishamJled. It was something that cwld've definitely been avoided, 
and that's the hardest part," Tijerina says. "But Wflre not here to poittt any fingers. Now it's haw 
we're going to mend the fences." 
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Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planning 
Oklahoma's Next Lake 

MARCH 12, 201618:0011.1 

BYLOGM LAYDEN 

The a.immt Laa Creak RaBBM>ir near Van Bunin, Ark. 

n Oklahoma, the natural beauty of Lee Creek - one of the slate's sceric riwrs- is 
protected by stale law. n Arkansas, Lee Creek is an important waler source for fast
groYJlng Fort Smith. Now, Fort Smith has a plan to tum Lee Creek Into Oklahoma's next 

lake, and reigrite a dispute that was settled more than 20 years ago. 

v ~ 

J l/ = 0 stateimpactDk - SOUNDC:LOUD 

/ /ice~::~· Why Fort Smith, Arkansas Is Planninc;i Oklahoma,_ 

fl -

Cookie policy 

A DECADES.OLD FIGHT 

I Fort Smith had its way in late 80s and early 90s, there'd already be a large reservoir on 

1he Arkansas-Oklahoma border. The city's plan beck 1hen was for a lake much larger 

1han the ctnent Lee Creek Reservoir that woUc:I spil into t.Jnclreds of acres of Sequoyah 
Colrty- In Oklahoma. 

http://stBIBlll'1J9Clrv.crg/ohlehon&'2D1S'Oll12Nbf trl-amllh-arlllnsas-ls-plannlng-oklahortas-nait-lae/ 
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Jay HarYeh is part of the reason why Fort Smith didn't get il Biiis Umltlng Wind Industry Tu lncenttv11 

Amended Biii Would Prohibit CltfH and 
"They had a rather ambitioll!I plan: Harnah tells Statetnpact. "My racollection from the Tawna fnlm 'E1fedlvely' Banning Oil and 

earty90a and readi111 ttroughthe materials is that they had a plank> increaae the heigtt of Gu AdlvltlH 

the impoll'ldme~ ard therefore be able to adjll!lt the flowage so that they co~d il'ICfBase 
study: 'Rll8Wllkened' Oklahoma Faults 

the WlllT!e of the lake. Ed and lderied that request.• Could Pntdur.:e Larger Earthquakes 

He's talki111 abol.t Ed Fite, who, alo111 with Harnah, made L4l a two-man Lee Crask 
Commission appoired by Governor David Walters. Their orders: Take a hard line against 

Fort Smith's desigrB on Lee Creek. 

'What he probably mid Jay-ifl heard Jayrigti-isjll!ltvcte no; Fite says. 

At the time, Oklahoma wasn't in the mood tr> negotiate over Lee Creek. The wmle raason 

for the commission was Anumsaa had Juat damrnt1d tha river after-years of resistance 

from ellllironmeral gro'-"8 and the State of Oklahoma that ruminated in a federal lawslit 
th 

and an 11 hol.I' agreemert. 

"net case was docketed in De111111r, Colorado; Hamah says. "And the attorney general of 
Oklahoma and the attorney general of Arkansas were cm their way ir*> the colftroom when 

they met in the hallway and said, }'JU know, we've been neighbors here for a 10111 time, 
maybe we sho1'd haw an amicable disClBSion abal.t Lee Creek.• 

They decided Fort Smith coLHf haw the dam that created the Cllreri reserwir, blot any 
fim.l'e eJ!P8nsion 'M>1'd reqLire Oklahoma's approval. Fite, who now senies as e:iceelfiw 

director of the Oklahoma Soeric Riwrs Commission. has that Hctlan of state law 

boakmarited: 

"The stream or riwr shall not be impoll'lded by any large dam or structLre, except as 

specifically a!Jhori2!ed by the legislah.re, ·Fite reads from a book of Oklahoma staUes. 

The law carves oiA another exi::eption for QOmml.lities warii111 to use a sceric river as a 
water s1.4>ply, blot only if the project doesn't •sigrificerjly ir&rfara with the prasarvation of 

the stream as a sceric, free.fiowi111 stream: 

Fiie says Lee Creek changes as It approaches the arreri reserwlr. 

"As I get closer to Webber Creek, the charactarlstfcs of the Lee Craak es a fnllH!ow!111 

stream haw been all blA negated becei.1$8 of the impoll'ldmeri dovmstream," Fite says. "I 
looks like a rtwr, biA Ifs reallyJll!ltweterthefs bel111 held back.0 

ROUND 2 BEGINS 

He says eMirgl111 the ~rwlr woLHt 
damage the rallnl flow of Lae Creek. For 
more than 20 yurs Fort Smith hasn't tried, 
ril now. Fort Smith's p~llc utllltfe& 

dlreclor, Ste\19 Parke, co~rms the city Is In 

Iha prooess of b!.¥111 land to GJ!P8nd the 
lake. And the land Ifs b!.¥111 Is In 
Okie ho ma. 

·Rece~we had three property owners 
wro desired ID sell their propertyto Fort 

i 
LOGAN LAYDEN I S'TATEIMPACT OKIAHOMA 

FortSml1h Publ~Utmti.. Dl~rSWvt Perlc9. 

Smith for that fiAl.n ptrpOSe, and we plck:ad ~ another 70-plus aCl'98, •Parka says. "And 

wa stlll haw aboti aoother 600-aCl9S, gol111 from memory, that wolid have to be 
acqlired." 

So Oklahoma' a ne><l lake coLHt balo111 to Arkansas. 'The process wlll take decades, and 
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there are a myriad of obstacles that could get in the way of Fort Smith's plans. Ed Fite is 

one of those obstacles. 

'When I float the Lee Creek In a canoe or a kayak, the waler has kind of a blue glacler cast 

to it. It's not as crystal clear as the llinois will be this time of year. I has kind of a fog to it," 
Fite says. 

And there's ano1her player here who coUd haw a big say in whether Lee Creek gets 

tumed into a much larger lake. 

"The other gorilla in1he closet is going to be the Cherokee Nation,· Fite says. ''The 
Cherokee Nation is not the Cherokee Nation of the 80s now." 

He describes the cobblestone riwr bottom that narrows and widens as Lee Creek 

meanders along the Arkansas-Oklahoma line, a reminder of how arbitrary the border is 

when it comes to water. 

Statelmpact Oklahoma is a partnership among Oklahoma's public radio stations and 

telies on contributions from readers and listeners to fulfill its mission of public service to 
Oklahoma and beyond. Donate onHne. 
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SF climate task force urges opposing PNM rate 
hike 
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By T. S. LMI I .lc!m!I SWf Wjlt 

FU!USlm ThJreday, Mitch 12, 20161112:06 am 

SANT A FE - The Clmate Action Task Force formed by Mayor Javier Gonzales last year to Identify 
¥11at the city can do to prepare for c*nate change Is recorrmendlng lhat the city worlc to oppose the 
Pubic Service Colf1>8ny of NBw Mellloo's proposed ralB Increase. 

., Decerr*Jer, Pfll.1 8U bmtted a plan to the ~ Melli co Public Regulation Corrrnission for an overal 
12 percent !lite hike - 14 percent for residential r::ustome111- to genende more than $1 00 million in 
revenue snnually. The money v.ould be used to COY8I" n-i1111881ments in PQW8r plants and other 
infrastr\Jc:tu re, make up for a drop in pcrwer consufT¥)tion caused by energy conservation and add to 
its renewable energy portfolio. 

At. Wednesday's City Councll meeting, former mayor David Coss, 'Atlo Is co-<:halrlng the cllma!B task 
force, presented a llst of energy In ltlatlves the task force Is recorrmendlng the city adopt. 

Becau88 Plllvfs plan to move tov.ard utllzlng renewable energy Isn't as errOltloos as lhe city's, Coss 
said Its plan would be a "bac:k'Mlrd step" In lenTIS of Santa Fe reaching Ila own energy efllclency 
goals, lnciudlng reducing greenhouae gas errisalons by 2030 and bec:omlng carbon neutral by 2040. 

The 1uggHl:ion to oppose the PNM rate incre&H actually fell under the task forne'1 larger 
racomnendalion to strengthen and expand energy efficiency programa and lolar energy projecta in 

the COll'l'l'IJ nity. Councilo111 allO have been dilc:uasing tha idea of cteating a city-o'M'led electricity 
utility. 

The task force also 'MlUld set a goal of 10,000 resldenttal solar energy l)'Slerns In Santa Fa. The 
other broad IBSk fore& recorrmendallons ware: 

• Establish goals and benchmarlcs to reduce energy consumption to city-Q\'1118d buildings and 
facilities. 

• Pursue energy performanoe contacting. 

•Scale up solar dlslltbuted generation projects on dty fadlltlea. 

• Educate and Inform the public about evallabla programs and the cost-elTectlvaness of solar and 
energy amc1ency rneuuras. 

• LllbB c:reattve tnanclng options. 

Within each racomrmndation, the task force identified actionable itama that cou Id be u ndartaken 
within Iha next six month1 and i1'11)1emantad by Iha end of Iha year. Cou aaid the recolT'ITl9ndation1 of 

the lalk force, made up of about 70 comm.inity mambel"I, ware at the point nowYllera they could 
come before Council comnitlaes in the form of ntSOlution11. Mayor Gonmle1111aid that city lllaff would 
take no action on any r1lllOrTllT1llndation until the City Cou nci adopted a f"BllO!ution to g iYe direction. 

Ne*: RMdera can "" lhei' Fcebo:ik. iclentiy for OIW COflTIWD or can .,.. Hclmai Yehoo or AOL acoo..rta via Ille "Oorrrlwt ueilg" puldow n mll'PJ, You rray 

"'1d a r.-e ~or .i ~ ccmratt chcUy to 1M lllPQ'tlr, cick ...._ 

!Add a commenL .. 

httpJ/w.wt.abqja.rnal.corn'563935'nor·clirral&-tash-bce-~es-OAJOSing-pnm-rate-t11e.tmnl 
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Proposed OG&E hike draws critics of utility's plan, 
EPA mandate 
By PAUL MONIES The Oklahoman I Posted: Thursday, March 12, 2015 12:00 am 

Representatives of low-income Oklahomans and a large industrial customer were among critics 

Tuesday of an Oklahoma Gas and Electric Co. plan to recover $1. l billion from customers for 

environmental compliance and replacement generation. 

Meanwhi le, several residents and city officials from fast-growing eastern Canadian County supported 

the utility's plan, saying the company has been a valuable community partner whose Mustang plant has 

generated millions in property taxes for local schools. 

The comments came during a break in the sixth day of testimony in OG&E's case before the 

Oklahoma Corporation Commission. A public comment period is each day at 1 :30 p.m. at the 

commission in Oklahoma City. 

If approved, OG&E's plan could increase the average residential customer's bill 15 percent by 2019. 

Industrial customers could see their bills rise by 20 percent during the same period. The increases 

would be phased in each year as a separate surcharge, or rider, on customer bills. 

S:lick here to link to the article on NewsOK Some stories require an Oklahoman subscription 

to read. 

pmoni es@opubco.com 

http://www.tulsav.orld.com/business/energy'proposed-og-e-hike-draw.s-critics-of-utility.s-plan/article_08182429-2c39-599a-be04-4687f6d2cd94.htni?mode=print 1/1 
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Central Texas Air Coalition 
approves EPA letter, but not 
before criticism from Austin 
Council Member 
G ,.n;h 11, 2015 I Flied In: 1.n:lllegorlzlld. 

II 

~tati>.sman ;: SECllOllS 6 53" ~TRAm: , .s. El'Ntrormantal Protection Agency for 

-----------------------e-d AustinCityCor.rnil member 
Central Texas » Coallllon appnwM EPA latt9r, but not before erltlc:lsm from Austfn Counc:I Member f 

Like Us on FaC4 
~ Aullln Amert 

1::.1 Like 79,.46 

The Austin area has narrowly remained within federal air qualty standards, pertly by requirirg dri..ers in Travis and 

Wllllamson cories to inlergo anlUll emissions Inspections. 

Should Austin violate the smog standard, anr'Ulll ..elicle emission$ teslillJ coJJd spread to Hays and Bastrop 

coinl18. 

Those were the stakes as the Central Texas Clean Air Coalition, a committee of elected officials from five c::oul1ies 

aroini Austin, appl'OV9d a letlar Lrgirg the EPA to take the region's efforts into accourt es it con!Bmplatss more 

atrillJent smog standards. 

But Austin City Coln:il meni>ar Don Zimmennan, newly appoin18d ID the coalition by Mayor Stsw Adler, !Did fellow 

coaltion mambara they were not sufficiently accoul1illJ for the costs im.cl\ed with meetirg air pol!Jion reguationa 

and 1&ised an allsmative lettsr he had cira.'8tad critical of the EPA's scierfic conclusions. 

The draft letter accuaed the EPA of owrstatlng the strergth and consistency of epldemlology research. lalso sa~ 

the EPA selectively picks out facts and argues that "1h9 science does not s~port" more sbi~ent standards. 

Durtng the meeUng, Zlmmannan called upontestlmo!Yffmm Jule Goodman, an alrtoldcologlstvdth a BostDn-based 

company, Gradier1. The company is bei~ paid $1.65 milon by the Texas BnllironmerU.I agency ID 1'8Visw EPA's 

data as the stat& prepares to do further legal battle against federal regulations. 

"Tlwre's no evidence that loweri~ the standartl is goi~ to have any impact on mortality," Goodman !Did the coalition. 

Categories 

(&iiijct Category 

Archives 

i S&lact Month 

Categories 

• Austin Water lJllty (Zlmmerman !Did the S1atesman that he had met with Mlcheel Hon&)QJll, the chief IDldcologlst fer the TelCB8 

Commission on Envirormenlal Quality, as he p1111parad tvs lett&r. Honeycutt has been at the forefront of a ITI0"81D try 

to dlscnKllt corM~onal wisdom on the smog standards - and his flndlrgs haw been spUTllld by other scle~sts.) 

• Barton Springs Ec:Mards Aq 

Even as Zimmerman was pressi~ the coaltion to criticize It- · _ _,_..,. __ science behind the air quality rUes, Neil 
0 Follow 

Carman and Al Armendariz of the Sierra Ct ... --· _ _, ..__ -- I do mom 1D push the EPA ID ac:Uon the 

rUes. Follow "Salsa 

• Edwards Aquifer 
• LCRA 
• PolHlca 
• TCEQ 

• lktcategoitmd 

• 'Atlooplng cranes 

Verde" 
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The coalition letter, Carman said, "completE Get every new post ld economic benefits of the (smog) 

standard." delivered to your lnbox. 

join 57 other fol lowers 

h the end, the coalition approved the draft. I~ Enteryouremail address - but not before some language supporting 

federal air quality standards was stripped o son County contingent. 

Sign me up 
(That language was "overly deferanlial to lhl ronmental program coordinator at the 

Build a website with 
Williamson County Conservation Foundatio Word Press.com 

"Collectivaly it will not haw the spice or sweetness any member would Ii ke," said Sarah Eckhardt, the Travis County 

judge who chairs the coalition. "I would like the letter to be sweeter; Mr. Zimmerman would like itto be spicier. It's 

going to be bland because ifs a consensus letter." 

Zimmerman abstained. 

The Clean Air Coalition has traditionally sought to work in concert with federal officials to keep Central Te:icas within 

federal air quality standards. To tamp down smog, the Austin area spends roughly $30 million on vehicle inspections 

and repairs per year. About half the money comes through the $16.25 annual vehicle emissions inspection that 

rasidents of Travis and Williamson collllies undertake annually. 

The current smog s1andard of 75 parts per billion was set in 2008. The new s1andard could be as low as 65 parts per 

billion. 

The Austin-area efforts have helped drop the levels from 77 parts per billion in 2008 to 69 parts per billion this year. 

But while smog levels haw improved, tallying local benefits is elusiw: The Texas Department of State Health 

Services has not conducted any analysis of health benefits that might hava been derived from stricter air quality 

ragulations, according to a spokeswoman. 

That puts Austin on an arc of compliance - unless EPA takes only 2014 to 2016 data into account and opts for the 

lower part of the ozone range. 

Texas businesses say meeting such requrements will mean costly retrofits to their factories and refineries - costs, 

they say, that will evantually be passed on to consumers. Public health experts and environmentalists say the 

standards will help keep people healthy, especially those with respiratory problems such as asthma. 

Kathi Harris, air emissions manager at Holt Cat, told the coalition that her company supported the coalition letter as 

the best way to "remain in attainment if at all possible." 
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_ Llltan Live • I MQmlng Edition 1 ~_k_MJia On Air lebt!Mt! IMmtl. 

Local News 5:44 PM W8) Mo\RCH 11, 2015 

Los Alamos May Face Stricter Runoff 
Regulations 
Bir llT A DANB.8 VPEQPlEIRITM>ANIB..Sl 

M1myof1ho urban di.charges addros1ed In 1ho pe11Uon to 1ho EPA Impact 1hl• stro1d1 ot'1he Rio Grando 
nearthe IM'lita Rock lcokcM.itjust southwest of LM Alamos. 
Credit.Amigo• Bravos 

Listen 
1:15 

Should Los Alamos National Labs and Los Alamos County be held to the Clean Water 

Act standarm for storm water runoff that ends up in the Rio Grande? Thars the 

question the Environmental Protection .Agency is weighing 
Cb ttp· Ila m lg!lbrayw wg luWfWdtNj;kl ltlJ ell'tellminarv ?fig pDM!ma ti QQ ?6& olm Alam m fu!l%2odoop mept pdfl 

• A public comment period on the matter will begin soon. 

Amigos Bravos, a New Mexico mganization that works on river water issues, fikd.B, 
getitjon fbttn~t/nm JgqdJrsym wgluplood1tmk//file/AmiggOl)ggBr1ygt?fjz9Pfttjtion26zgg6sp1 • -

Final.pdDwith the federal :n!gulator last summer. Rachel Conn, who runs the nonprofit, 

said they discovered high levels of heavy meta.ls and radioactive contaminants were 
not coming from 1mdc industrial sites at LANL but rather from water cascading off of 

buildings and pavement after storms. 

"When it rains, the watl!l" picks up an those little particles of contamination,. Conn 

explained, "and the rainwater goes into our canyons. into the tributaries and eventually 
into the Rio Grande.• 

Supoort KUNM 

1f.2 
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The RP A could decide in the coming months that LANL and urban pockets within the 

county will have to start operating under a §Pf!iial permit 

(http://water.ena.gov/pciwaate/npdes/storm water /Municinal-Separate-Starm-Sewer-Svatem-MS4-

Majn-P111;e,cf!D l that requires cleanup of the stormwatm' runoff. 

Both the lab and the county have taken issue with the environmentalists' petition. 

TAGS: I.ANLClterm llaoll EPAfttegp /epal Am.Was Bmyos C/tqm/1mjmtbrvgsl 

Clean water Act. rnerm /c!ean ..... ater111;tl Los Alamos County Uterm ll!Hl•mQ!HjOUptyl 
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Salvage plans underway for damaged tanker in Houston Ship 
Channel 

Author: MattAufdensnring, Web Managing Editor, Click2Houston.com 
BRm antha Ptashkin, Reporter, sntuhkin@c1ick2houston.com 
Phil An;her, Reporter, parcher@kprc.com 
Published On: Mar 11 2015 03:05:08 PM CDT Updated On: Mar 11 2015 07:06:03 PM CDT 

LA PORTE, Texas-

Plans to salvage the damaged chemical tanker C.arla Maersk got underway Wednesday, two days after a 
collision with another ship in the Houston Ship Channel. 

The Carla Maersk's port cargo tanks were dam, aged jn tb.e colljsion wUh the bulk freiKhter Conti 
Periclot and leaked MT BE. which is a fuel additive in gasoline. The Carla Maersk was reportedly carrying 
216,000 barrels of MTBE taken on at Texas Petro Chemical Plant, but the C.Oast Guard is unsure at this time 
how much chemical leaked. 

[BAWVIDEO OFAFTEBMATHJ 

The Ship Channel remains closed to all traffic from Light 86 to the Fred Hartman Bridge. There are 26 ships 
waiting to come into Houston and 14 waiting to leave. 

httpJ/w.wt.cliclQhoustai.corrinews/sahag•pla-s-~fur-dimlgad-larillr-in-hcuston-ship-chnial/31738114?\iew=pri~ 1/4 
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Congresswoman Sheila Lee Jackson and Congressman Brian Babin both joined members of the Coast Guard 
Wednesday to take an aerial tour of the damage and to learn more about the cleanup efforts now underway. ''I 
saw the Carla Maersk," Jackson Lee said. ''It is in a salvage state, it cannot move on its own and the crew 
remains on board." 

A Coast Guard helicopter detected a narrow, 2-mile long sheen of MTBE coming from the ship Tuesday 
morning. Response teams will use high-density foam to suppress any flammable vapor seeping from the 
punctured tanks inside the anchored ship. 

If there are no dangerous vapors, responders will begin the removal of the liquid cargo. Then the ship will be 
moved from the Houston Ship Channel to a safe berthing area. 

Responders said there are no public health or environmental concerns at this time after more than 500 air 
and water tests have been conducted. 

MTBE, used to prevent a knocking noise in the engine, is flammable and smells like paint thinner, according to 
the EPA's website. It can cause dizziness, nausea and trouble breathing if inhaled. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Conti Peridot, loaded with steel, was safely moved with help from two tugboats to City 
Dock21. 

The cause of the collision remains under investigation. Crews from the National Transportation Safety Board 
are on the scene and will investigate for the next five to seven days. Wednesday they had a chance to climb 
aboard the Conti Peridot to examine the ship and listen to radio calls which indicate '~he pilots restricted 
vessel movement due to fog that was prior to the accident and at the time vessel movements were restricted 
the vessels were already in the channel,"Earl Weener of the NTSBtold members of the media during a press 
conference Wednesday afternoon. 

Weener says crew members from both ships were in contact with one another prior to the collision. 

He also told members of the media the ships were traveling at about eight knots at the time of the collision, 
which is a typical speed for that location. 

The investigators will also be looking at steering, propulsion, weather conditions and maintenance records. 

The investigation will take about one year to complete. 

An incident command post has been established at the City of La Porte Emergency Operations Center to 
further response efforts. A citizen hotline has been set up. You can call 281-470-0000. 

Click here to for frequently asked questions about seafood safety in the area. 

This is the second collision the Houston Ship Channel in the last five days. On Thursday. a container shin 
and a chemical tanker collided. There was no pollution released into the water and there were no injuries 
in that incident. 

PHOTOS: 2 ships collide in Houston Ship Channel 

Published On: Mar 10 2015 02:41:00 PM CDT Updated On: Mar 10 2015 02:50:16 PM CDT 
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DSHS on ship collision: Don't eat seafood with a chemical odor 

Author: Sura Fatima Dhanji, Content Editor, Click2Houston.com 
Published On: Mar 11 2015 03:49:18 PM CI1I' Updated On: Mar 11 2015 03:50:11 PM CDT 

HOUSl"ON-

The Texas Department of State Health Services said it will issue advisories as needed after two yesse1s collided 
in the Houston Ship Channel on Monday. releasing the chemical MTBE into the water 

MTBEis a fuel additive in gasoline. The CarlaMaerskwas reportedly carrying 216,000 barrels ofMTBEtaken 
on at Texas Petro Chemical Plant, but the Coast Guard is unsure how much chemical leaked. 

In the meantime, the DSHS recommends that fisherman exercise common sense by avoiding fish or shellfish 
that has a chemical odor similar to turpentine. 

The DSHS also said it has not closed any areas to the harvesting of fish, crabs, or shrimp. MTBE does not build 
up in fish tissue, so there is not expected to be a long-term effect on seafood in the Houston area. In addition, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said studies have shown the MTBE evaporates relatively quickly 
from surface water. 

There is also no indication that seafood in stores and restaurants was affected by the MTBErelease. 

httpJ/www.cliclQhoustai.corrlnMs/dshs-<ln-ship-cdlision-d:lnt-aal-seafood-'With-a-charrical-odor/31739378'NfNIFprint 112 
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MTBBla used to preyent a knocking Daise ID the engine, l& llemmeb'le and ame'Da like palnt thlllner, according 
to theBPA'awebtite. ltcancaue dinineee, nausea and trouble breathing if inhaled. 

Queationa about seafood safety can be directed to Dl!lH3 at 512-776-7 400 or the Seafood andAqutlc We 
Group at 512-83+-67 57. 

<llpvrfght 2ois bv <Jlcb!B:>uston.com. AU rightt Ntel'lled. 7711# matflrlal may not be publl61ted, broadcast, 
ftWrittm or redfatributed. 
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$15.9 mllllon In starter switches: Big parts create big cost for 
pump stations 
Mark Sch .. lfn.ln, NOLA.mm I TIMI Tl-PJcayu1111 By Mark Sd.llllrrl ' " 1101.1' 11 I 1lw me-
PtcQu1111 

l!mall tlMI aulllor I Pollow on 'l'Wllllar 

on Man:h 11, 2015 at 7 :38 PH, updated Man:h 11, 2015 at 8:15 PM 

lbe permanent cio.ure and pump lltatlon lllnldurm being bullt at the mouths of tile 17111 Str.t, Ort•m 

Avenll8 and London Avenue amalll wlll oo&t an addltlonal $15.9 mllllon because of a dlange In tile 

oompllaited elec:trlClll &wltche& used to start the pumps, the Amir CDlllll of ra..- HN announoed tlllll 

week. 

lbat brings the oost of the three stations being bullt by PCCP c:a..tnadllln l1*1t v..-.. to $630.7 irmon. 

lbe ortglnal oontrac:t with PCCP e11lled for the oompany to use •automatic transformer &tarte1t1," said Rlcicy 

Boyett, a oorps spokesman. But the Sawer...- a Wallll' loM'd, which wlll operate tile PUll'CI stations when 

they are oompleted, objected to th<it type of starter because It require& a oool down pel1od after a certain 

number of oonseaitlve starts, he salcl. 

Instead, the oontrac:tor wlll use •variable frequency drive" starter swlb:he& that allow greater control of Ille 

motoni used to openite the pumps. lhe switches actually are oomplex eleclJ'IQal devlee& that lit '1to 

cabinets that can be 9 feet high by 18 feet wlcle. 

•sa.we made the argument that they need better flexlblllty In operating the pumps, so the corps modMted 

the oontnic:t to chiinge the starters to the 5000 horsepower var1able frequency st.a rte rs• menUoned In • 

Depiirtment of Defense oontmc:t iiwanl announcement on Monday. 

'The three stations require• total of 10 of the v•rlllble starters, with e•ch one oosUng $1.6119on more 

th•n the •utomatk: starters, Boyett s•lcl. 

Boyett s•lcl the airps has worked for •bout• year on the pump sw~h Issue with PCCP, tile saw a and Ille 

state Co•stal Pnitec:tlon and Restoration Authority, whlc:h Is the oftlclal loQlll sponsor for tile New Olleans 

•re• hun1c:ane levee system to minimize lmp•ds on the stations' constnict'lon schedule. 

But Boyett salcl that beaiuse the switches 11re Just now being ordered, offlclals don't know If the change w• 

delay the estimated Jlln. 7, 2017, 4i0nstnictlon completion date. 

'The three stnic:tures 11re being designed to block stonn surges of 16 ~et above se11 level In Lake 
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Pontchartrain during hurricanes from entering the canals, while pumping rainwater entering the canals from 

the city's drainage system into the lake. That's the estimated height of surges caused by a hurricane with a 

1 percent chance of occurring in any year, the so-called 100-year storm. 

The contract requires that when the surge closures are operated during storms, the pumps move 12,500 

cubic feet per second of water from the 17th Street Canal into Lake Pontchartrain; 2,700 cubic feet per 

second from the Orleans Avenue Canal, and 9,000 cubic feet per second from the London Avenue Canal. 

PCCP, a joint venture that includes Kiewit Louisiana Co., Traylor Bros. Inc., and the M.R. Pittman Group LLC, 

won the initial design-build contract for the stations in April 2013. 

The company had originally been awarded the contract for $629.5 million in September 2012, but that 

award was protested by losing bidders Bechtel Infrastructure Corp. and CBY Design Builders in challenges 

filed with the Congressional Government Accountability Office in October and November of 2012. 

PCCP's September 2012 contract award also followed a challenge in 2011 by PCCP and Bechtel of an April 

2011 decision by the corps to award the contract to CBY for $675 million .. 

© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved. 
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National Resources Defense Council press 
secretary: McConnell, Inhofe, GOP aim to 
undermine clean power without an alternative 
solution to climate change 
By JAKE 1HOMPSON I Posted: Thursday, March 12, 2015 12:00 am 

As Marvin Gaye sang, 'What's Going On?" 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 

Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) held up a misleading 
chart Wednesday to assert that a number of states 

oppose the Environmental Protection Agency's Clean 
Power Plan. And Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell (R-KY) has attracted attention for penning 
an op-ed calling for states to essentially sit on their 

hands and refuse to develop state-based plans to meet 
the EP A's first-ever limits on carbon pollution from 

power plants. Sen. John Barras so, (R-WY), has echoed 
McConnell's "Just Say No" idea drive in a memo, 

according to E&E News. 

What's going on? Congressional Republican leaders 

are attempting to undermine the Clean Power Plan and 
the administration's responsibility to address the most 

serious environmental threat of om time - climate 
change - and without any alternative plan. 

It's striking because backers of this effort are 
distorting the facts, state legislatures are rejecting 

bills that oppose the EP A's carbon pollution standards, 

Jake_ Thom pson_headshot_clos 

Jake Thompson 

and the majority of the American people - seen in poll after poll -want the government to take 

action against climate change, including several that overwhelmingly want a state-based plan to meet 
the federal standards. 

Let's take a closer look: 

Senator Inhofe 's fuzzy math. 

• At the start of a hearing on the Clean Power Plan, Inhofe held up a chart asserting that 32 states 



3'12/2015 National Resources Defense Council press secreta-y: McCa....11, lrllOfe, GOP aim to und..-nine cle!ll JlO'M'I" v.ithrut an alternati\e solution to clirrete cha ... 

oppose this climate initiative. But there's less than meets the eye - a lot less. 

•As NRDC Climate and Clean Air Director David Doniger writes in a new blog: ''Inhofe's chart 

radically overstates state opposition. It includes any state where some state official or some state 

body has said something raising concerns - even where that state is actively engaged in examining 

how it can make the Clean Power Plan's proposed carbon pollution reductions." Read more here. 

• Jnhofe doesn't mention the states - at least 14 - that are calling for strengthening the Clean Power 

Plan, seen here 

For more than 40 years, states have implemented clean air act measures. 

• During the 45 year history of the Clean Air Act, state agencies have routinely designed and 

implemented pollution reduction plans to meet federal clean air standards, with input from key 

stakeholders. 

• In an attempt to stymie this process, the polluter-backed American Legislative Exchange Council's 

environmental task force approved model bill language last December to create new roadblocks and 

red tape to obstruct adoption of state plans. ALEC's model bill would require a state agency to obtain 

a legislative vote of approval before the state's pollution plan could be submitted to EPA 

• Legislative approval - not required for state plans over the last 45 years - presents an opportunity 

for political manipulation or outright obstruction at the behest of the coal industry. 

But state legislative efforts to stop the Clean Power Plan are fizzling. 

•ALEC certainly has been busy, but not very successful. This year, state legislative bills attacking the 

Clean Power Plan have died in Colorado, Iowa, Mississippi, Montana, South Dakota and Virginia. 

Read more in my colleague Ali ya Haq's blog. 

Polls show most Americans support climate action across many states. 

• Americans strongly support the EP A's plan to address climate change, seen in polling by Harstad 

Strategic Research, Inc. for nine key states: Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, New 

Hampshire, North Carolina and Virginia 

--More than two-thirds support the EPA's plan to limit climate change pollution from power 

plants. That includes 87 percent of Democrats and 53 percent of Republicans, the polling shows. 

--A full 70 percent of Latinos and African Americans favor the EPA's plan to address climate 

change. Nearly two-thirds of Americans in these states want their U.S. senators to support efforts to 

address the impacts of climate change on local communities. A full 86 percent of Democrats, 62 

percent of Independents, and 43 percent of Republicans agreed. 

· In separate bipartisan polling Americans in Colorado, Maine, New Hampshire, Florida and 

http://www.tuls.....,..ld.com'opinion/alhen<lices/nalional-r980ll"ces-defense-council-press-secretary.mcconnell-inhafe-gop-aimtarticle_7bc87502-1e14-51d8-bcb9... 214 
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Virginia, overwhelmingly back EPA climate action. 

--There's very substantial support across the board for the EP A's climate action proposals to limit 

on carbon pollution from power plants: Colorado, 66 percent; Florida, 7 4 percent; Maine 7 4 percent; 

New Hampshire, 72 percent; and Virginia 69 percent. 

--Even a majority of Republicans support the carbon standards: in Florida, 53 percent; Maine, 53 

percent; New Hampshire, 54 percent; and Virginia 54 percent. 

On Wednesday, EPA's administrator said states are working with EPA, and carbon standards will 

happen. 

• EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy spoke on Wednesday, March 11, at the Council on Foreign 

Relations. Here is the administrator's response during Q&A when asked about Sen. McConnell's "Just 

Say No" idea: 

"I see no effort for states to be pulling away from the engagement and it is incredibly robust. And I am 

happy to leave it to states, including the state of Kentucky, to speak to the folks on the Hill who think 

that the best thing is for states to put their heads in the sand, and pretend like EPA isn't going to 

regulate. EPA IS going to regulate. Mid- summer is when the Clean Power Plan is going to be 

finalized. 

'We have every reason to believe that states engagement that we 're engaged in now is going to be 

productive, that we are going to have states continuing to work with us. And EPA has every ability, and 

we'll use it, to implement a federal plan for states that don't choose to use their own flexibility to 

develop their own. 

''But in any case, the standards are going to be real, they are going to be aggressive, but they are going 

to be achievable. They are not going to threaten reliability, they are not going to significantly increase 

costs for the very reason we are talking about today. Because smart climate action moves the 

economy forward, smart climate action grows jobs, smart climate action relies on a great mix of all 

types of energy. All types will still be there in 203 0. And we'll be able to rely on a transition to a to a 

low carbon energy system that is going to be continuing to move that trajectory, that downward 

trajectory forward. If folks are thinking any of this isn't going to happen, and this isn't going to hold 

up, and this isn't going to be implemented, they need to look at the history of the Clean Air Act a little 

bit more carefully. That's not how we do business" 

States: The carbon pollution limits are achievable, and we can do it. 

• Jn a Capitol Hill briefing on March l 0, state officials from across the country gave strong 

endorsements for the Clean Power Plan, saying its targets are achievable while maintaining the 

reliability of the electric grid and that it's a necessary step to combat the climate impacts that are 

already affecting their residents' health and livelihood 

http://www.tuls.....,..ld.com'opinion/alhen<lices/nalional-r980ll"ces-defense-council-press-secretary.mcconnell-inhafe-gop-aimtarticle_7bc87502-1e14-51d8-bcb9... 3'4 
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; ''We certainly support the effort. We don't want EPA to weaken it," said David Thornton, assistant 

commissioner of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. ''We find our targets to be achievable," 

Thornton said. Read more from NRDC's Climate Campaign Director Pete Altman here. 

Jake Thompson is senior press secretary of the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
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20. EMISSIONS: 

EPA chief calls for 'binding' global agreement 
Jean Chemnick, E&E reporlar 
Published: "9dnesdsy, March 11, 2015 

The international communitymustreach a legally binding agreement on climate change this yaar, U.S. EPAAdministrator 

Gina McCarthy said today. 

This year's high-stakes round of U.N. negotiations will not produce a "silver bullet" to solve the global problem, the EPA 
chief said. But the accord expected to be signed in Paris this December must be a meaningful step toward combating a 
crisis with national security and humanitarian implications, she said. 

"VIie are hoping fora Paris agreement that is binding, that provides us an opportunityto account for greenhouse gases in 
each nation, that is able to address and commit to specific reductions in a timelyway, and that we will be able to 
understand as a big step forward," she said atan event hosted bythe Council on Foreign Relations. 

In a scrum following the event, McCarthy stated that this was not a change in position. The legal form of the agreement is 
under discussion internationally, and the United States has made clear that it is interested in the h)'brid approach put 
forward by New Zealand, in which elements ofaccountabilitywould be legally binding but country commitments would not 

be. 

The United States must play a leading role in bringing about the agreement, McCarthy said. 

Last year's U.S.-China joint agreement helped pave the way for it, and the United States will continue to engage with India 
and other major emitters in the run-up to this yaar's conference, she added. 

"In this century-when it comes to climate action -we truly are the indispensable nation," she said of the United States. 

McCarthy's agency is in the process of promulgating a rule that is the centerpiece of President Obama's second-term 
climate agenda. The Clean Power Plan, which is set to be finali2Bd this summer, is crucial to the United States' meeting 
notonlyi1s post-2020 commitmen1s but i1s promise to reduce emissions by 17 percent below 2005 levels bythe end of 
this decade. 

But McCarthy cited the controwrsial draft for carbon dioJCide emissions from eJCisting power plants as the nelClstep in a 
"clean energy re\01 ution" that will deliver positive economic resu Its. 

"The global climate fight is a marathon relay race - there's a lot of ground to cowr, and we need eval')"ne to run - EPA:s 
action gets the U.S. sprinting out of the gate," she said. 

McCarthywas asked how international emissions would be monitored and verified to ensure compliance with an 
international deal. She said EPA is growing its expertise in measuring carbon output, but acknowledged that verification 
practices will be subject to negotiation. 

She said the United States has a strong record of"softdlplomacy" on environmental issues, which will help it reach out to 
other countries on climate change. "EPA:s air monitor diplomacy" helped stoke Chinese public support for improwments 
in air quality, she said, referring to EPA:s use of monitoring equipment at its Beijing embassy to track pollution. 

McCarthy's speech com es one day before Secretary of State John Kerry is set to speak on the U .N. negotiations process 
tomorrow at the Atlantic Council. The United States is eicpected to unveil more details by the end of the month about how it 
plans to reach its commitment to slash emissions by26 to 28 percent by2030. 
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At long last, New Orleans has a map of Its construction projects. 
But could it be more? 

roadwork mapJpg 

A sauenshot of the New Orleans roadmap of past, pnisent and l\ltuni lnflastructuni projects (aty of New 

OrfaanB) 

IUcllaNI Rainey, NOLA.mm I TIMI Tl-Picayune By Ni::llmrd • ow, JIOU 11 I n.11'111w Pre11yg19 

l!mall tllll aulllor I Pollow on 'l'Wltller 

on Mardi 11, 2015 at 1 :30 PM 

Whlle New Orleans' rmvlng lallyrlntll of stniet closunis, bllnklng arrows, orange bam118 and dlaln-a!k 

fena1s continues to consternate denizens and drtver& aOke, the city now has an onnne roadmap to al llllose 

ob&tades. 

It'll new. It'll lno:implete. But It'll a lltart. 

lbe question now becomes what else do you want to see Included on this map? 

So tar, It has: 

R1 ~avary Ra d1 ·the Department of Pub lie Worb' program to restore city streets damaged by Humoane 

Klltrlna. lhe ctty has sea.ired an estimated $4441 million from FEMA to pay for It. 

l!maftl8ncy Sawer Syftlm '11'1 mant- the Sewerage a. Water Board's program to replace sewer Ines 

wredced by that 2005 stonn. FEMA has coughed up about $48 mllllon for that venture. 

S-r Syftlm Enluatlon and 119mbll'ltlltlon P~m - the long name the Envlronmenlill Protedlon 

Agency's fedenil mandiite thiit the sa.wa tbc New Ortellns' lellky sewer system. 'lhllt $374 ll'fllon program 

begiin In 1998 llnd Is sdleduled to finish up In 2025. 

TIMI Soll'tt1 t Loullla1111 UrNn Flood Control Project - more well known llS SELA, this Is the Anny Corps 

of Engineers' 20-yellrs·ln-the-maklng llnswer to the Mlly 1995 flood thllt SWll"1'ed New Orlellns. For the 

dlllly driver, this Is the main ailprtt for the shifting 11111ze of side streets you need to know to llVOld 

e11nstrvalon lllong 3efferson, Nllpoleon llnd Loulsklnll llvenues Uptown, South ci.IJome Avenue nellr the 

pllrtsh llne •nd soon blo'ks lllong Florldll Avenue In Upper 9th Wllrd. 

C.pltlll Projacll ·these lire ln~strvnure projects to be pllld for ftvm logil bond money, ainnr.inlly 

development block gnints llnd pr1vllte resourms. lhe Depertll'll!nt of Pub he Wortcs estlqtes It h•s •bout 

112 



3'12/2015 M. long las~ New Orleans has a map of its caistruclion projects. But could it be more? 

$500 million to work with. 

The Regional Transit Authority - these projects to extend the streetcar system are quite a bit less dynamic 

than some of the other work, being that laying track is slow going and can't really deviate from its planned 

location. Nonetheless, the construction for the St.Claude - North Rampart line is on the map. 

What's not there, but the city hopes to add soon: 

Entergy - details of any utility line replacement jobs. 

State projects - paving work on state roads, such as the resurfacing of Tulane Avenue this year. 

But what would you, the nonplussed public, like to see included as well? Now is as good a time as any to 

speak up. The administration plans to introduce monthly updates to the map as it works to one day have it 

update automatically in real time. 

© 2015 NOLA.com. All rights reserved. 
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City of Claremore obtains $21 million in financing 
to expand water treatment plant 
By RHETI MORGAN World Staff Writer I Posted: Thursday, March 12, 2015 12:00 am 

CLAREMORE - The city has secured financing for $21 million in upgrades to a municipal water 

treatment plant. 

The city council and Claremore Public Works Authority recently approved an agreement to borrow 

that amount from RCB Bank at a 2.59 percent interest rate over 15 years, City Manager Jim Thomas 

said. 

The current plant has maximum capacity of 4.1 million gallons of water per day. 

'This new water design will allow us to go to a maximum use of 8.1 million gallons," Thomas wrote in 

an email. ''Based on a 3-percent growth rate we anticipate this will allow Claremore to handle our 

water needs to about the year 2040." 

Jon Wolff, the city's financial adviser, submitted packets to nine financial institutions, and two 

responded: RCB Bank and JP Morgan. JP Morgan submitted proposals with three call dates. RCB 

proposed the lowest rate. 

The city will pay a total of $4,503,945 in interest for a total payment of $25,503 ,945, documents 

show. JP Morgan's best proposal over 15 years had the city paying $34 7 ,795 more in interest, 

records indicate. 

To help offset the note, city water rates will be raised on all residential, industrial and retail users, 

Thomas said. 

'We are looking at several rate options and will be submitting our recommendation to the city council 

in April for a rate increase," he said in an email. 

Garver Engineering, based in North Little Rock, Arkansas, is designing the project, which the city 

submitted to the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality for permitting about six weeks ago. 

~laremore's goal is to start construction on the plant upgrade June 1, a process that is expected to 

take about two years. 

The improvements are part of a plan called Claremore 2020, which outlines the city's strategy for 

growth, economic development and infrastructure needs. 

http://www.tulsav.orld.com'corrm,mities/claremore/news/city-of-claremore-obtains-ml I ion-in-fi nancing-to-e>q)and-water/articl e _75f5e1 b6-165b-5c14-800f-54b2d0. .. 1/1 


	Daily News Digest 031215
	Six technologies top committee's M6 disposal list
	Undrinkable _ The Texas Tribune
	Why Fort Smith, Arkansas..
	SF climate task force ur..
	Proposed OG&E hike draws..
	Central Texas Air Coalit..
	Los Alamos May Face Stri..
	Salvage plans underway f..
	DSHS on ship collision_ ..
	$15.9 million in starter..
	National Resources Defen..
	EPA chief calls for 'binding' global agreement
	At long last, New Orlean...
	City of Claremore obtain..



